
 

 

 

 

 

  

The TOEFL® Primary™ 

Tests 

 



Purpose:  

The TOEFL Primary Tests is to measure students’ English language communication skills and progress in 

English classes and provide meaningful feedback about their abilities.   

 

Tests are designed to: 

• Assess the general English language proficiency of young students ages 8+. 

• Provide a snapshot of each student’s ability in reading, listening and speaking. 

• Support teaching and learning by giving information about students’ abilities in relation to a 

widely accepted international standard.  

Tests are designed for: 

The TOEFL® Primary™ tests can be used to monitor student progress over time and, if appropriate, 

to place students in levels of English instruction.  

• English language programs. 

• Local schools that teach English as part of the curriculum. 

Research-based Tests Provide Information You Can Trust: 

• The TOEFL® Primary
™
 tests uphold ETS’s high standards for developing valid and reliable tests 

that support educational purposes and reflect the latest research innovations. 

• ETS and the TOEFL® program support a number of research studies to ensure the validity and 

reliability. 

• The TOEFL® Primary™ tests provide tasks that are tailored to the cognitive, physical and 

emotional development of young students.  

The TOEFL® Primary™ Tests Can Be Used To: 

• Guide your teaching goals 

• Monitor student progress 

• Identify students’ strengths and weaknesses 

• Determine instructional plans 

• Inform placement decisions, if appropriate 

• Focus your work with both individual students and groups 

• Shape your communication with parents about student learning  

 



The TOEFL
®
 Primary™ Tests Design: 

 

TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Reading and Listening Test— Step 1: 

A paper-based test that is intended for students in the earlier stages of learning and tests the 

understanding of:  

• Familiar contexts (school, home, playground) 

• Basic formulaic expressions 

• Basic vocabulary and phrases related to common objects and people 

• Short and simple requests and directions 

• Short and simple texts about everyday experiences 

 



Section 
Number of 

Questions 

Number of 

Examples 

Total Number 

of Questions 
Time 

Reading 36 3 39 30 minutes 

Listening 36 5 41 30 minutes 

 

TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Reading and Listening Test — Step 2: 

A paper-based test that is intended for students who have begun to develop communicative 

skills. It covers the same skills as Step 1 as well as tests the understanding of: 

• Basic expressions, requests, phrases and directions 

• Simple short stories and conversations on topics beyond everyday experiences 

• Unfamiliar words given sufficient amount of contextual clues 

• Simple content-based texts 

Section 
Number of 

Questions 

Number of 

Examples 

Total Number 

of Questions 
Time 

Reading 36 1 37 30 minutes 

Listening 36 3 39 30 minutes 

 

TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Speaking Test: 

A computer-based test that is intended for students in all stages of learning and tests: 

• Ability to communicate orally in social situations related to daily life 

• Expressing basic emotions and feelings  

• Simple requests and giving directions 

• Describing people, objects, animals, places and activities 

• Explaining simple events 

The speaking test can be combined with Step 1 or 2, or it can be taken on its own. 

Section 
Number of 

Questions 
Time 

Speaking 41830 20 minutes 

 

 



Meaningful Score Reports: 

• Fast score turnaround 

• Descriptors with meaningful information for each section, including recommendations on next 

steps that students can take to improve their English-language abilities. 

• Students’ abilities in relation to the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR), a 

widely accepted international standard. 

• Lexile® Reading Measures, making it easier to find books and articles that best match students’ 

English reading abilities.  

CEFR Mapping: 

• The Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) is a        widely used tool for 

understanding different stages of language  development and proficiency. 

• CEFR descriptors are modified to reflect young language learner  ability and used to determine 

the student’s proficiency level according to the CEFR levels. 

TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Score Levels: 

 1-4 Stars for the TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Step 1 test 

 1-5 Badges for the TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Step 2 test 

 1-5 Ribbons for the TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Speaking test 

 

• TOEFL® Primary™ Reading and Listening Step 1 scores are shown as Stars 

• TOEFL® Primary™ Step 2 scores are shown as Badges  

• TOEFL® Primary™ Speaking scores are showed as Ribbons  

  



TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Score Reports: 

 

  



TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Reading Scores: 

 

TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Listening Scores: 

 



 

 



TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Speaking Scores: 

 

 

  



TOEFL
®
 Primary

™
 Certificates 

 

Lexile® Measures from MetaMetrics®: 

• TOEFL® Primary™ scores and Lexile
®
 measures make it easier to find the right books at the right 

reading level, simply by matching a Reading section score with a Lexile measure. 

• Using Lexile measures takes the guesswork out of selecting    reading materials that can help to 

build English reading skills. 

• The Lexile site www.lexile.com/toefl-primary contains a searchable database to find books that 

match students' reading level and interests. 

Validity of Scores: 

• It is recommended that TOEFL® Primary™ scores not be used   beyond one year due to rapid 

development of English proficiency by younger learners.  

• Scores can be considered valid beyond one year if the student has provided evidence of having 

maintained the same level of English language learning.  



Contact Information: 

• The TOEFL® Primary™ tests are being introduced in phases in various locations around the 

country. 

• Administrations began in late 2013. 

• If you have any questions, please contact us at:  

Project Manager, NTS – ETS 

National Testing Service – Pakistan (NTS) 

Plot # 1-E, Street # 46, Sector I-8/2, 

Islamabad. 

Tel: +92-51-9101239 

Mobile: 0334-3312114, 0337-0778778 

Fax: +92-51-9258480 

Email: ets_products@nts.org.pk 

 

URL Link: http://www.nts.org.pk/Products/ETS/TOEFL/toefl-intro.php 

 

 


